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April 2018  

Dates to Note: 

 

 Mar. 26-Apr. 2 Easter 
Break 

 Apr. 6 Used Uniform 
Sale 3-5pm 

 Apr. 12, 13, & 14 - 
School Play, 7pm 

 Apr. 16-20 - Iowa As-
sessments 

 Apr. 20 - School Spirit 
Day 

 Apr. 20 - Game Night 
6pm-9pm 

 Apr. 21 Morning Star 
Gala 

 April 26 - Kids Against 
Hunger Packaging Event 

 Apr. 27 - Quad Cities 
Educational Experience 

Headmaster Notes– Moving Beyond Alexa 
“Who’s reading the call to worship?” I asked.  
 
Imagine your typical small group in an imperfect oval filled with church members sitting on 
folding chairs, dining room chairs, and an L-shaped sectional sofa. Suddenly a strange voice  
answers, “A call to worship is one of  the first moments in a church's liturgical practice. Someone 
leads the congregation in marking off  the boundaries between what happened before the     
service, and liturgical time. While there are many . . . .” We are all a bit confused by the voice 
except our host, “Alexa . . . be quiet.” 
 
It used to be that answers were power. If  you had the answers, you had the advantage. Not so 
any more. Facts are at our fingertips. No, we don’t even have to lift our fingers, simply our 
voice and Alexa will give us the facts.   
 
So, if  answers are becoming ubiquitous and the playing field to access those answers is almost 
completely flat, what will separate the successful from all the others in the future? Questions . . 
thoughtful and meaningful questions with equally thoughtful and meaningful answers. But not 
just any answers, answers that embrace more than what our material world has to offer. We 
need answers with an eternal, heavenly view. 
 
But within public education the importance of  learning how to ask good questions isn't     
getting its due. And certainly when good questions are being answered there is an entire     
section of  truth missing . . . eternal truth. Public schools still largely teach students to      
memorize answers in preparation for standardized tests. The aim? A primary aim of  public 
education  is about getting students ready to make a living. This no surprise. The material view 
of  life    defines life by how much one makes and how much one owns. This is the inevitable 
end of  denying the spiritual and highlighting the material. This material view of  life is nothing 
new. Jesus addressed it in his day. “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, 
for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of  his possessions” (Luke 12:15).   
 
When you invest in Morning Star through your tuition you are recognizing the truth that life 
is more than just making a living. Morning Star is committed to shaping the lives of  your  
children by moving beyond the facts and introducing them to the great conversation of  life. 
That conversation requires asking great questions and wrestling with answers that are in-
formed not only by the opinions of  today, but by the opinions of  the centuries and the God 
of  those centuries. It is shaping lives into the image of  the standard bearer who defines what 
it means to be truly alive . . . “to the measure of  the stature of  the fullness of  Christ” (Eph. 
4:13b). You just won’t get that in public education.  
 
So look beyond your children just making a living. Continue to invest in the shaping of  their 
lives into the image of  Christ. Let’s move beyond Alexa.     
 
Blessing, Rob Spykstra  
Headmaster 
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April Enrollment Deadlines 
Just another reminder of the enrollment deadlines. 
 
April 4th -- Increased registration fee 
 
Beginning April 4th, registration fees increase to $175 for preschool and $350 per family for K-12th grades. Morning 
Star will refund all but $150 of the registration fees if enrollment is declined by June 15th by either the family or 
Morning Star for families who re-enroll or register after March 31st.  
 
April 15th -- FACTS application due. 
 
If you are seeking financial aid please complete the confidential FACTS Grant and Aid application. The cost of the 
FACTS application is $30 per year.  
 
If you are seeking just a multi-student discount you must also submit a FACTS application by April 15th. Your    
demographic information will be concealed, and tax forms are not required.  
 
May 1st -- First round of scholarships awarded. 
Those seeking financial aid who applied by April 15th will receive scholarship award amounts.  

End of 3rd quarter is March 23.  Look for report cards to come home by Friday, April 6. 

Morning Star Students’ Art Recognized 
Anna Stivers, 8th grade, received second place for her acrylic painting titled, "Striped Pajamas" in the Meyer and Frances 
Schnurman Holocaust Visual Arts Contest. Lauren McIntosh, 9th grade, receive a third place award for her charcoal 
drawing titled, "Captive." Abby Stivers received an honorable mention for her graphite work, "The Look."  

Each student received a cash prize or gift card along with Pam Rohde, art teacher, receiving a gift card for classroom 
needs.  
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Morning Star Gala 

Spring Play 
Morning Star Academy's drama department, Trap Door Productions, is excited to announce this year's spring 
play And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie.  This mystery follows ten strangers who are all invited to a weekend getaway 
on Soldier Island.  But once they arrive, they quickly realize that their mysterious host is actually a murderer.  Trapped on the island 
with no apparent escape, the strangers band together to uncover the identity of the killer.  Meanwhile, people start disappearing one by 
one…. Runs April 12th-14th.  Showtime is 7:00pm on all nights; doors open at 6:30pm.  Tickets are $5 for MSA students, $7.50 
for adults, and $20 for a family.   

*Note to Parents: Due to the suspenseful nature of this play, including some scenes which feature gunfire, this 
show may be too intense for some of our younger audience members.  If you have any questions regarding the  
show, please feel free to contact Miss Israel at  KathleenIsrael@gmail.com. 

At Morning Star Academy we choose to celebrate and make memories with our families in a variety of ways.  One 
way we do this is to celebrate with our Rhetoric School by hosting a Spring Gala.  During this event, we honor our 
senior class for their accomplishments at MSA.  Our Rhetoric School students learn etiquette to prepare them for 
the future.  They are able to practice it at this event.  This year’s theme chosen by our seniors is, “A Night Under the 
Stars”.  It is a formal event that will allow us to rejoice with our Rhetoric School students and families over the 
many good things they have achieved while at Morning Star Academy. It will be held on Saturday, April 21, 2018.  It 
is at the Hilton Garden Inn in Bettendorf, IA. The attire is formal for juniors and seniors and their guests.  Attire is   
semi-formal for freshman and sophomores and their guests. Seniors and their guests should arrive at MSA by 6pm 
for the limo ride to pictures and then the venue.  Doors at the location open at 6:30pm. Tickets are $40 for any who 
would like to attend. (14 yrs. and older please)   

 For more information email: angie.walters@msa-qc.org. 

Summer Leadership Program for 9th-12th Graders  
This summer, The Family Leader Foundation is launching LEAD, a week-long Christian leadership and worldview 
program. LEAD is a successful program in Michigan and Minnesota, with over 20 years of experience in Michigan 
and hundreds of students each summer. They are very excited to bring the program to Iowa for the first time. Dr. Del 
Tacket from The Truth Project will be personally teaching a couple of the worldview sessions.   
 
Along with presentations from Christian leaders, evening worship sessions, and daily devotions, students learn     
courage and critical thinking through a detailed legislative simulation. Role playing as state representatives, students 
work in teams to understand real legislation, craft compelling arguments, and convince their peers to vote for their 
bill. The week culminates at the Iowa Capitol Building where each student publicly defends their bill in a mock House 
of   Representatives floor session.  
 
How much? LEAD is offering a full scholarship for a Morning Star Academy student to attend, or to divide between 
two or more students. The cost is normally $495.  
 
LEAD is for students grades 9-12 and will be held July 29th-August 3rd. 
 
If you are interested, please let Mr. Spykstra know by April 6th. 

mailto:KathleenIsrael@gmail.com


Yearbook Pictures Needed 
Last chance to get your photos in the yearbook! 
 
Thank you to everyone who has submitted photos; there is still time to send in more!  We want to see all your  
memories from the past year, whether you were participating in a school-sponsored activity, working hard in the       
classroom, or goofing around with friends. 
 
To submit your photo, please share by: 
 Emailing to morningstaryearbook@gmail.com 
 Uploading to Google Drive at: https://drive.google.com/drive/

folders/0BzKw2_eHothUzFxWHdNeUF2OEk?usp=sharing 
Coming in April:  Watch for information to place your order for the 2017-2018 yearbook! 

PTP News and Upcoming Events 
Used Uniform Sale: Friday, April 6th, from 3-5pm in the school cafeteria. All items are just $1 with all proceeds  
going to the school. 

The theme for April’s Teacher & Staff Appreciation is Spring! “Let us know; let us press on to know the LORD; his 
going out is sure as the dawn; he will come to us as the showers, as the spring rains that water the earth.” Hosea 6:3 
We will have a luncheon for our teachers on April 25th. If you would like to donate a few dollars please bring it to 
the office and put in the MSA PTP box. 
Kids Against Hunger Kick-Off was Tuesday, March 20th, during the all-school chapel. Our packaging event will be 
Thursday, April 26th. 

We are having a Game Night on April 20th to celebrate the end of Iowa Assessments.  It is for grades 3rd – 12th.  We 
will be meeting from 6-9pm in the school.  Bring a game and snack to share.  If you are able to help chaperone this 
event please let Dawn Hughes know at 563-340-7499 or kndhughes@msn.com. 
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Pizza Ranch Fundraiser 

As we look over the past year we are overwhelmed with the generosity and support that we have received from 
the Morning Star community and our families. 
 
We are excited about our trip to Anna Maria Island and are currently finishing up our plans.  Again, THANK 
YOU and we hope we have blessed you in return! 
 
Mrs. Wingerd and the Senior class of 2018 

Senior Class  

You are invited to a Pizza Ranch Tip Night to benefit the Class of 2019.  This event 
will be held on Monday, April 16, at Pizza Ranch, 880 Lincoln Road, Bettendorf.  
The class of 2019 will receive all the tips from the evening and 10% of sales         
between 5 - 9 p.m.  Come out and support the Class of 2019.   

Senior Class Sponsored Events 
Babysitting at Morning Star 
April 6, 5 - 9pm 
 

April 28, 5 - 9pm 
 
Have a date night on us!!  Babies-6th grade are welcome!  

 

All donations go towards the senior trip! 

Trivia Night is back at Morning Star Academy, and we are challenging you to team up with 
friends and put your heads together to see if you can outwit your opponents and reign        
Supreme Trivia Buff at MSA. This night of laughter and fun is brought to you by Morning 
Star Athletics as they raise money to purchase new uniforms for their  5th - 8th grade athletes. 
In addition to trivia our Morning Star senior class of 2018 is hosting a silent auction to raise  
money for their senior class trip. Don't miss this night of entertainment as you support your 
Mustangs. The fun begins on Saturday, April 28th at 6pm. To learn all about the event and to 
sign up please visit  https://msatrivia.blogspot.com/  Space is limited so reserve your spot! 

Athletic Fundraiser Event - Trivia Night 
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